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Dear Parents, Staff, and Community Members, 

 

I wanted to take a moment to update you on several items that the School Board of Directors took action on at recent 

meetings: 

 

Presentations 

 

Dr. Kevin Flanigan from West Chester University and Coatesville Area School District ESL teacher, Lorie 

Glackman, presented to the Board of Directors on the research base and professional development that has been 

occurring in Word Study. Word Study is a research based model of instruction that focuses on word development, 

prefixes & suffixes, Greek & Latin roots and also provides guidance in spelling and vocabulary development.  Board 

Members participated in an exercise that demonstrated the manner in which students learn these important concepts.   

 

An update was presented on the security guards that were Board approved in the December meeting.  Dr. Taschner 

outlined the training that was provided by Legion Security, as well as the additional Act 126 and de-escalation 

training provided by the District. Mr. Fisher reported on the process by which students are being informed about the 

role of the security guards.  Mr. Fisher also reported on the day to day work that occurred during their first weeks at 

the Campus.  It was reported that the guards have been helpful in monitoring halls, cafeteria, student transitions, 

arrivals and student dismissals.   

 

An update was also presented on snow removal. The update outlined the efforts taken to open schools.  The 

Administration and Board thanked those facilities employees who worked overtime hours plowing and removing 

snow. Thanks were also offered to the custodians who were responsible for snow removal on the walkways and to 

those custodians who were willing to work overtime, as authorized by Mr. Bramble, to continue opening the 

walkways. 

 

Listed below are several highlights of items acted on by the Board of Directors:  

  

1. The Board approved Lamb McErlane, P.C. as legal counsel in the matter of CASD v. Rhoads & Sinon LLP 

and James Ellison (Docket No. 2015-01018) and terminate the Levin Legal Group, P.C. as Counsel of 

record effective immediately in the matter.  The Board also approved a letter of engagement with Lamb 

McErlane, P.C.  

 

2. The Board approved the 2016-2017 Preliminary General Fund Budget in the amount of $154,794,245.  The 

Budget includes money for capital project repairs as described in the budget presentation. The presentation 

is available on the website under the Business Office Department.  The Board has directed the 

Administration to continue recommending possible reductions in the budget and to present these potential 

reductions at the upcoming February, March and April public meetings.  The next series of Budget Town 

Hall meetings will be held on the following dates: 

 

a. Region 1: Wednesday, February 10, 2016 @ 7 p.m.  Location TBA 

b. Region 2: Thursday, February 11, 2016 @ 7 p.m.  Location TBA 

c. Region 3: Thursday, February 18, 2016 @ 7 p.m. Location TBA 

 



 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

3. The Board approved the agreement with the Pennsylvania Positive Behavior Support Network (PA PBS) 

for Scott Middle School.   

 

4. The Board continued the ongoing review of policy. This included policy review and revision on policies 

related to equal employment opportunity, non-discrimination in employment, non-discrimination in school 

and classroom practices, and non-discrimination for qualified students with disabilities.  The continued 

review and revision of these policies is yet another opportunity to assure parents that the District is taking 

all measures to treat all students and staff fairly and to provide a safe and respectful environment. 

 

5. The Board approved the new Director of Human Resources, Karen Hall, to act as the EEOC compliance 

officer for the District.  Karen can be reached at hallk@casdschools.org. 

 

Earlier today I sent out a “Save the Date Flyer” for our upcoming first “Coatesville Has Talent” show that will be 

held in May.  I have attached a link to the flyer in this email.  If you are a Coatesville Area School District 

community member, faculty, staff, or Coatesville Area School District Alumni, we invite you to share your talent!  

All proceeds will be donated to student scholarships for Coatesville Area School District students!  We’re looking 

forward to a great evening together and hope you will all join us!   

 

Thank you for your continued support as we work together to move our district forward.   

 

Best Regards, 

 

Cathy 

 

Dr. Cathy L. Taschner 

Superintendent of Schools 


